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the ancient economy holds pride of place among the handful of
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genuinely influential works of ancient history this is finley at the
height of his remarkable powers and in his finest role as historical
iconoclast and intellectual provocateur it should be required reading
for every student of pre modern modes of production exchange and
consumption josiah ober author of political dissent in democratic
athens

this enthralling book offers a new approach to indian economic
history placing trade and mercantile activity in the region within a
global framework

no detailed description available for the ancient economy

this is the first book to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the
impact of money on the economy society and culture of the greek and
roman worlds it uses new approaches in economic history to explore
how money affected the economy in antiquity and demonstrates that the
crucial factors in its increasing influence were state formation
expanding political networks metal supply and above all an increasing
sophistication of credit and contractual law covering a wide range of
monetary contexts within the mediterranean over almost a thousand
years ¢ 600 bc ad 300 it demonstrates that money played different
roles in different social and political circumstances the book will
prove an invaluable introduction to upper level students of ancient
money while also offering perspectives for future research to the
specialist p 4 of cover

historians and archaeologists normally assume that the economies of
ancient greece and rome between about 1000 bc and ad 500 were
distinct from those of egypt and the near east however very different
kinds of evidence survive from each of these areas and specialists
have as a result developed very different methods of analysis for
each region this book marks the first time that historians and
archaeologists of egypt the near east greece and rome have come
together with sociologists political scientists and economists to ask
whether the differences between accounts of these regions reflect
real economic differences in the past or are merely a function of
variations in the surviving evidence and the intellectual traditions
that have grown up around it the contributors describe the types of
evidence available and demonstrate the need for clearer thought about
the relationships between evidence and models in ancient economic
history laying the foundations for a new comparative account of
economic structures and growth in the ancient mediterranean world

technical progress economic growth productivity even efficiency have
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not been significant goals since the beginning of time declares m i
finley in his classic work the states of the ancient mediterranean
world had no recognizable real property market never fought a
commercially inspired war witnessed no drive to capital formation and
assigned the management of many substantial enterprises to slaves and
ex slaves in short to study the economies of the ancient world one
must begin by discarding many premises that seemed self evident
before finley showed that they were useless or misleading available
again with a new foreword by ian morris these sagacious fertile and
occasionally combative essays are just as electrifying today as when
finley first wrote them

recent work on the ancient economy has tended to concentrate on
market exchange but other forces also caused goods to change hands
such nonmarket transfers ranged from small private gifts to the
wholesale confiscation of cities lands and their peoples the papers
presented in this volume examine aspects of this extramercantile
economy particularly benefaction and the role of associations as well
as their impact on the market economy this volume brings together
ancient historians new testament scholars and classicists to assess
critically the new institutional economics framework combining
theoretical approaches with detailed investigations of particular
regions and topics its chapters examine greek economic thought the
benefits of membership in private associations and the economic role
of civic euergetism from classical athens to the municipalities of
roman spain the extramercantile economies of greek and roman cities
will be of use to those interested in the economic context of ancient
religions the role of associations in the economy theoretical
approaches to the study of the ancient economy labor and politics in
the ancient city as well as how greek philosophers from xenophon to
philodemus developed ethical ideas about economic behavior

this is the most comprehensive introduction to the ancient greek
economy available in english a team of specialists provides in non
technical language cutting edge accounts of a wide range of key
themes in economic history explaining how ancient greek economies
functioned and changed and why they were stable and successful over
long periods of time through its wide geographical perspective
reaching from the aegean and the black sea to the near east and egypt
under greek rule it reflects on how economic behaviour and
institutions were formed and transformed under different political
ecological and social circumstances and how they interacted and
communicated over large distances with chapters on climate and the
environment market development inequality and growth it encourages
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comparison with other periods of time and cultures thus being of
interest not just to ancient historians but also to readers concerned
with economic cultures and global economic issues

this collection of essays by leading historian jairus banaji provides
a stimulating rebuttal to the prevailing minimalism in late antique
studies together they strike a balance between the wide lens and more
specialised discussion expanding on the perspective and argumentation
laid out in an earlier book agrarian change in late antiquity 2001
successive chapters discuss the scale of the late roman gold currency
the economic nature of the aristocracy the importance of trade
relations between the state and the ruling class and the problem of
continuity into the early middle ages a substantial introduction
pulls together the themes of the book into a coherent synopsis while
the preface clarifies the broad aims behind the study the book as a
whole deploys a wide range of sources in various languages and 1is
intended for ancient historians students of late antiquity and
economic historians more generally

the economy of the ancient middle east and greece is reinterpreted by
morris silver in this provocative new synthesis silver finds that the
ancient economy emerges as a class of economies with its own laws of
motion shaped by transaction costs the resources used up in
exchanging ownership rights the analysis of transaction costs
provides insights into many characteristics of the ancient economy
such as the important role of the sacred and symbolic gestures in
making contracts magical technology the entrepreneurial role of high
born women the elevation of familial ties and other departures from
impersonal economics reliance on slavery and adoption and the
insatiable drive to accumulate trust capital the peculiar behavior
patterns and mindsets of ancient economic man are shown to be
facilitators of economic growth in recent years our view of the
economy of the ancient world has been shaped by the theories of karl
polanyi silver confronts polanyi s empirical propositions with the
available evidence and demonstrates that antiquity knew active and
sophisticated markets in the course of providing an alternative
analytical framework for studying the ancient economy silver gives
critical attention to the economic views of the assyriologists i m
diakonoff w f leemans mario liverani and j n postgate of the
egyptologists jacob j janssen and wolfgang helck and of the numerous
followers of moses finley silver convincingly demonstrates that the
ancient world was not static periods of pervasive economic regulation
by the state are interspersed with lengthy periods of relatively
unfettered market activity and the economies of sumer babylonia and
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archaic greece were capable of transforming themselves in order to
take advantage of new opportunities this new synthesis is essential
reading for economic historians and researchers of the ancient near
east and greece

addressing the dearth of literature that has been written on this key
aspect of economic history takeshi amemiya a well known leading
economist based at stanford university analyzes the two diametrically
opposed views about the exact nature of the ancient greek economy
putting together a broad and comprehensive survey that 1is
unprecedented in t

a revolutionary account of the ancient greek economy this
comprehensive introduction to the ancient greek economy
revolutionizes our understanding of the subject and its possibilities
alain bresson is one of the world s leading authorities in the field
and he is helping to redefine it here he combines a thorough
knowledge of ancient sources with innovative new approaches grounded
in recent economic historiography to provide a detailed picture of
the greek economy between the last century of the archaic age and the
closing of the hellenistic period focusing on the city state which he
sees as the most important economic institution in the greek world
bresson addresses all of the city states rather than only athens an
expanded and updated english edition of an acclaimed work originally
published in french the book offers a groundbreaking new theoretical
framework for studying the economy of ancient greece presents a
masterful survey and analysis of the most important economic
institutions resources and other factors and addresses some major
historiographical debates among the many topics covered are climate
demography transportation agricultural production market institutions
money and credit taxes exchange long distance trade and economic
growth the result is an unparalleled demonstration that unlike just a
generation ago it is possible today to study the ancient greek
economy as an economy and not merely as a secondary aspect of social
or political history this 1is essential reading for students
historians of antiquity and economic historians of all periods

the ancient greek economy markets households and city states brings
together sixteen essays by leading scholars of the ancient greek
economy specialising in history economics archaeology and numismatics
marshalling a wide array of evidence these essays investigate and
analyse the role of market exchange in the economy of the ancient
greek world demonstrating the central importance of markets for
production and exchange of goods and services during the classical
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and hellenistic periods contributors draw on evidence from literary
texts and inscriptions household archaeology amphora studies and
numismatics together the essays provide an original and compelling
approach to the issue of explaining economic growth in the ancient
greek world

in parallel to the development of democracy the athenians of the
classical period established a series of sophisticated economic
institutions for the time through which they developed a maritime and
commercially oriented economy this book provides a thorough analysis
of this transformation and the functioning of the athenian economy
during the classical period through the approach of new institutional
economics nie the book explores the establishment of key institutions
including property rights protection the 1legal protection of
commercial contracts prices determined by the forces of supply and
demand institutions against profiteering banking services the
provision of loans through interest rates consumer credit insurance
companies and a primitive version of joint stock companies
furthermore the book focuses on the structure of the public sector on
how the state budget was determined and on how decisions on public
revenues and expenditures were made it also provides an integrated
and detailed analysis of the social welfare policies that were
implemented through the provision of a variety of public goods in
classical athens moreover it focuses on a series of socio economic
aspects such as the social status of women slaves and foreigners and
the viewpoints of prominent athenian philosophers regarding economic
organization finally the book investigates whether an athenian
economic political model of governance based on a combination of
advanced economic institutions of free market type logic even if in a
primordial form and direct democracy principles can provide any
lessons for modern societies the book will be of great interest to
readers of the economy history and society of ancient greece as well
as economic historians ancient historians and policymakers more
broadly

the results of recent archaeological excavation systematic rural
survey and detailed studies of pottery distributions have revealed
the extent and complexities of the economy in the eastern empire the
eight papers in this volume demonstrate this complexity and
prosperity examining several types of product and how the economy
evolved over time contents new rome new theories on inter regional
exchange east mediterranean economy in late antiquity sean kingsley
and michael decker urban economies of late antique cyrenaica andrew
wilson the economic impact of the palestinian wine trade in late
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antiquity sean kingsley food for an empire wine and oil production in
north syria michael decker beyond the amphora non ceramic evidence
for late antique industry and trade marlia mundell mango the economy
of late antique cyprus tassos papacostas 1lr2 a container for the
military annona on the danubian border olga karagiorgou
specialization trade and prosperity an overview of the economy of the
late antique eastern mediterranean bryan ward perkins
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